
 EXAM STUDY GUIDE 
A Tempo - back to original tempo 
Accelerando (Accel.) - gradually faster 
Adagio - slow 
Agitato - agitated or nervous 
Alla Marcia - in the style of a march 
Allargando - growing broader; louder, slower 
Allegretto - little bit fast-not as fast as allegro 
Allegro - fast 
Andante - slow walking tempo 
Andantino - little bit slow-not as slow as andante 
Animato - animated 
Cantabile - in a singing style (Cantor-Singer) 
Con - with 
Con Fuoco - with fire 
Con Moto - with motion 
Da Capo - from the beginning 
Dal Segno - from the sign 
Dolce - sweetly 
Espressivo (espr.) - expressively 
Giocoso - in a jovial mood 
Largo - slow 
Leggiero - lightly; swiftly 
Lento - slow 
L'istesso Tempo - same tempo 
Maestoso - majestically 
Marcato - marked and somewhat detached 
Meno – less 
Moderato - Moderate tempo 
Molto - much 
Morendo - dying away 
Mosso - motion 
Pesante - played heavily 
Piu - more 
Poco a Poco - little by little 
Presto - very fast 
Rallentando (Rall.) - Gradually slower 
Sempre - Always or in the same manner 
sfz - one note played with force and emphasis 
Simile - in the similar style 
Sordino - mute 
Staccato - light and somewhat detached 
Stringendo - nervous (high strung); agitated-gets faster 
Subito - suddenly 
Tacet - omit; no part for this instrument 
Tempo di Valse - waltz style - usually conducted in 1 
Tenuto - Sostenuto - sustained 
Troppo - too (much) 
Tutti - Everyone plays 
Unis. – all play the same part 
Vivace - fast; firey 

 



General Information:  
 
A typical band is made up of several instrument groups (Bb, Eb, F, C non-transposing 
instruments).  These instrumental groups allow bands to span the spectrum of various key 
signatures and instrumental ranges that are associated with those keys.  To further 
understand the breakdown of the keys involved, one must first understand which 
instruments comprise each group.  The following is a brief but accurate combination of the 
various instruments associated with each instrumental transposition: 
 

1) The first group we will discuss are the B- flat instruments.  In a typical band 
setting trumpets, tenor saxophones, baritone TC (treble clef), clarinets (also 
called a soprano clarinet), and Bass clarinets comprise the B-flat family of 
instruments.  This is a large instrumental group with a majority of the instruments 
playing in the upper range of the sound spectrum.  The Bb instrument group is 
the 2nd largest group of instruments with the 2nd largest range within a band. 

 
2) The second group we will discuss are the E-flat instruments.  In a band setting 

alto saxophones, baritone saxophones, sopranino clarinets, and alto clarinets 
comprise the small but mighty E-flat instrument group.  With the exception of the 
sopranino clarinet, all of the instruments within this group span the middle to 
lower range of the band. This group of instruments is the 3rd largest group of 
instruments within the band. 

 
3) The third group of instruments we will discuss are the C non-transposing 

instruments.  These are called non-transposing because the instrument sounds 
the same note that is played.  For example, in B-flat concert C non-transposing 
instruments will play the Bb major scale.  However B-flat instruments will play 
their C scale because their instrument plays a sound that is one note lower than 
played. The C non-transposing instruments are: piccolos, flutes, oboes, 
bassoons, euphoniums, tubas, pianos, marimbas, bells, chimes, and all other 
pitched percussion instruments.  These instruments comprise the highest and the 
lowest sections of the band.  However, they do not have an instrument that spans 
a good "middle range" of the band.  This duty is primarily reserved for the next 
group. 

 
4) Our fourth and final group is the F instruments.  These instruments are geared to 

primarily cover the middle of the band sound.  Producing some of the most 
beautiful warm and rich textures, the French horns, mellophones, and English 
Horns are the answer.  This is the smallest group of the band, but this group 
provides a band with elements and colors of sound to balance the other 
instrument groups. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Marching Season Recap: 
  
1. General Show Information 

a.    Show name – Confined 

• b.    Show musical selections –  Symphonic Prelude by Alfred Reed, Alleluia Laudamus 

Te by Alfred Reed, Symphony #2 by Dimitri Shostakovich, Many Mothers from Mad Max 

Fury Road, Uninvited by Alanis Morsette, and Symphony for Brass and Percussion by Alfred 

Reed.  

c.    Number of Movements in the show – 4 
d.    Music was arranged by – Marvin Battle 
e.    Number of silks used by the Color Guard for the show : 4 

  
  
2. Competition Results 
  
O’Fallon                                                          McKendree 

       2nd Place Band                                     
       1st Place Visual                                                
1st Place Color Guard 

 

 

Western                                                       Belleville East 
Grand Champion                                            2nd Place Prelims  
1st Place Band                                                1st Place Band  in Finals                       
1st Place Music                                               1st Place Music in Finals  
1st Place Drum Major                   1st Place Percussion in Finals  
1st Pace Color Guard                                     1st Place Visual in Finals  

       1st Place Color Guard in Finals  
                                                  Grand Champion                    

 

Illinois State University  
                                    
                                     
  
  
3. Things to think about: 

�  Parade rest, attention, forward marching, backward marching. 
�  Which movement used silks vs weapons 
�  Which movement(s) had soloists and who were they? 

 
Good luck studying, remember - there is no very slowly and "Pride of Stetson" is otherwise known 
as "Go Tigers."   


